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place in default of a knowledge of the historical details of
the psychological development of our earlier postulates, I
have had to content myself with schematic derivations in
logical order. The real procedure was probably far more
complicated, casual, and gradual, and far less conscious
than I have represented it. In fact I see little reason to
suppose that any of the makers of the early postulates
had any consciousness of the logical import of their
procedure or knew why they made them. We know this
often to have been the case, that, e.g. the logical and
geometrical postulates were used long before they were
reflected on scientifically, and still longer before they were
understood. But this is no real difficulty, and we can
study the psychological processes involved by observing
any one who is persuading himself of the truth of what he
would like and would find it convenient to believe, e.g.
that he loves where money is, or that being in love his
mistress is perfection. It is only for the cold-blooded
analysis of an unconcerned observer that logical chasms
yawn in such processes ; the agent himself in the heat of
action is wafted over them unawares by the impetuous
flow of instinctive feeling, and would doubtless reject our
analysis of his motives with the sincerest indignation.

For to an unreflective and uncritical mind whatever
looks likely to gratify desire presents itself with an
inevitableness and aesthetic self-evidence which precludes
all doubt And we are all unreflective and uncritical
enough to accept the self-evidence also of the devices we
denominate 'truth/ until at least the doubt as to their
real character has been forced upon us.

It should be clear from this how I should conceive the
logical question with regard to postulation to be related to
the psychological, and how I should reply to an objector
who was willing to grant that postulation is the method
whereby we come by our axioms psychologically, but
denied that this affected the logical problem of their
justification.

To this we should reply that we also distinguish
between the motives which assume and the trials which